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CONNIE WILLIAMS

764 Wakendaw Blvd
Mt. Pleasant, S.C. 29464

Telephone 803--881-1122
Fax 803-881-8919

February 28,1997

Office ofthe Secretary
Federal Communications Comkission
1919 M.Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554
CS Docket No. 97-55

Dear Sir:
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AEcelVED

AtAFf 24 1997
FedeFll CQffiIlU.miQltion, Commission

Office of Secretary

Please change the current television rating system from the age-based to
a content-based rating system. The television industry representatives came
up with this present system. Lets "fine tune" it into the trash where it
belongs. Let the parents have their choice. A content-based rating system
was favored 5-tol by parents in a PTA study.

You wonder why our kids are having such problems? Cut on the TV and
you will see the influences ofviolence, sex and bad language being lived out
before your eyes during the supposed "family hour". Under the present
rating system, designed by those who produce all of the TV trash, it is
impossible to know the exact content of the show. Parents differ as to what
they allow at certain ages. Some parents are lax and some parents are strict.
Some children are immature and some are mature. That is why we want a
content based guide.

If there were no relationship between seeing and doing, we would have
no advertisers. Children act our what they see. Wake up smell the coffee
and restore the "family hour" with a content based guide.

Sincerely yours,

Connie Williams
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March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS DOCKET NO. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Douglass Houghton PTA. Waterford, Michigan to
voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as pr,esented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating
Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide
sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV
programming for their children. I would prefer a content-based system rather than an age-based system.
I feel the decision as to what my child(ren) views on television should be in my hands rather than in the
hands of the TV industry.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industrY's rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this age-based system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

... That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the: industry's rating system.
Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content
information about programs such as V (for violence), S (Jor sexual depiction and
nudity) and L (for language);

... That the FCC requir~ a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to
receive more than one rating system;

... That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the
screen, and appear more frequently during the course of ;a program;

... That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include
parents; and

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

No. of Copies rec'd 0
list ABCDE



March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS DOCKET NO. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Douglass Houghton PTA, Waterford, Michigan to
voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating
Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide
sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV
programming for their children. I would prefer a content-bnsed system rather than an age-based system.
I feel the decision as to what my child(ren) views on television should be in my hands rather than in the
hands of the TV industry.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this age-based system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the: industry's rating system.
Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content
information about programs such as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and
nudity) and L (for language);

* That the FCC require a V<hip band broad enough that would allow parents to
receive more than one rating system;

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, ffitJre prominently placed on the
screen, and appear more frequently during the course of ;a program;

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include
parents; and

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,
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March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS DOCKET NO. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Douglass Houghton PTA, Waterford, Michigan to
voice my opposition to the v-chip rating systent as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating
Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide
sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV
programming for their children. I would prefer a content-based system rather than an age-based system.
I feel the decision as to what my child(ren) views on television should be in my hands rather than in the
hands of the TV industry.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this age-based system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

... That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system.
Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content
information about programs such as V (for violence), S (tor sexual depiction and
nudity) and L (for language);

... That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to
receive more than one rating system;

... That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger. ffilJre prominently placed on the
screen, and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

... That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include
parents; and

... That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,
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SAMPLE lETTER TO THE FCC

Your letter must be received by April 8, 1997

March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC COmnllSSlOners
c/o Federal Commumcatlons Conunission
1919 M Street N.W, Room 222
Washmgton. DC 20554-

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

R.E: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

. . _... n.. • ~(JV/ sc.hoc>l?r,A-
[ am (we are) wmmg on behalt ot the L.... anoD.dJ t' fr.. ana the tlebra:.k (J,g t£ Gv~". cound. dis-
trict. or state PTA) to voice my (our) 0pp051t10n to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack
Valenti. Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17,1997. The rating symbol on
the TV screen does not provide sufficient content Information so that parents can nuke decisions
about what is appropriate TV programnung tor their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parem preference tor a ratmg system that gives parents information about
the comene of programs were conducted by the N'anonal PTA. U 5, Sews and World Report. and Media
Studies Center/Roper. Parencs do not wane the TV Industry to interpret what is bese for their chil­
dren. Parents want to make those cholCes themselves based on content information aboue the program.
:\nv rating system wlthout contene deSCrIptions on the screen and publicized In periodicals thOle carry
TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is requlred co determine \vhether the industry'S rating system has met starutory
requtrements of the TelecommumcatIons Act of 1996. [ (we) do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the Industrv ratmg system. Instead, we request the following:

• That under no CIrcumstances should the FCC approve the mdustrv's ranng system. Further. the FCC
should accept no rating' system that does not mclude contene mtormanon about programs such as V
(for VIOlence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

• That the FCC reqUlre a V-chtp band broad enough that would allow parents to recelve more than
one ratmg ~ystem;

• That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger. more prorrunentlv placed on the screen. and
appear more frequently durmg che course of a program;

• That the rating board be independent of the mdustry and the FCC and that It include parenes; and

• That any ranng svstem approved bv the FCC be evaluated by independent research to deternune If
It meets the needs of parents.

Thank you tor this opportumcv co comment on an issue so Important to children and fanulies.

Sincerely.

Your Name
Town. Scate

~~ (] LZ-er-'fJ-
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After conducting a national survey of our members. the National PTA held a press confer­
ence on November 21, 1996, to release our findings. We garnered exceptional press coverage
in newspapers throughout the country, on numerous radio stations, and on NBC. CBS, ABC.
FOX, and CNN. We also presented the survey results to Jack Valenti and the Television
Ratings ImplementatIon Group for use as they devised their rating system. After the rating
group released its f:ltings, we vOICed our opposition to che proposed system to the FCC. Mr.
Valenti, and JOined almost 30 other national organizations calling for concent descriptors for
televislOn programs. And finally, we called on the FCC to accept public comment and hold
hearings on thIS Issue.

On February 7, 1997, che Federal Co~unic;;rions Commission initiated an eight-week com­
men~ period on the proposed induStry rating system. Berween February ~. 1997. and April 8,
1997. the FCC wIll accept comments ~m individuals and organizations. The Telecommuni­
catIons Act of 1996 requires the FCC to "consult with appropriate public interest groups and
interested individuals from the private sector" about the industry's voluntary plan. and then to
determine If''such rules are accepuble to che Commission."

To tile comments, you must mail an original letter or send an e-mail message by April 8~

1997 to che FCC. Your letter WIll be distrtbuted to all members of the FCC and included in
the public record. All letters and e-mail messages MUST include the docket number: CS
Docket No. 97-55. FCC 97-34.

Before April 8th. 1997. I urge you and your local PTA members to contact Reed Hundt.
Chairman of the FCC to vOice your opposmon to the industry rating system and request a
rating system that mcludes program concent descnptors. You can use the enclosed sample let­
cer as·a guide. but a personalized letter-cyped or handwritten-chat includes your feelings
about ChIS issue -w'ill have che most Impact. Please submit vour comments-letter or e-mail
message to:

Mr. Reed Hundt and the FCC Commission
Office of the Secretary
1919 M §ti'~~t N.~J;, Room U2
Washington~DC 20554
e-mail address: vchip@fcc.gov

So that we can gauge the level of participation of PTA members co chis CALL TO ACTION.
please mall. fax. or e-m.l1l .l copv of your letter co me:

Joan Dykstra, President
National PTA
330 N. Wabash, Suite 2100
Chicago, IL 60611-3690
fax: (312) 670-6783
e-mail: information@'pta.org

•
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'vYill ~Qgers PTA__
Telephone 810-373·1316

2600 Dexter
Auburn Hills MI 48326

March 17, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55. FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalfof the National PTA and the Will Rogers Elementary PTA to voice my opposition to
the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on
January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so
that parents can make decisions !!bout what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major
surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives
parents information about the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, US. News and
World Report, and Media Studies CenterlRoper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is
best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about
the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that
carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system does so and ask that the
FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

• That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V (for
violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

• That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than one
rating system;

• That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course ofa program;

• That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

• That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it
meets the needs of parents.

No. of Copies rac'd
L~tABCDE ~-----
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.Will Rogers PTA _
Telephone 810-373-1316

2600 Dexter
Auburn Hills MI 48326

March 17, 1997

Chainnan Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chainnan Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalfof the National PTA and the Will Rogers Elementary PTA to voice my opposition to
the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on
January] 7, ]997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content infonnation so
that parents can make decisions '!bout what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major
surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives
parents information about the content ofprograms were conducted by the National PTA, U. S. News and
World Report, and Media Studies CenterlRoper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is
best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content infonnation about
the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that
carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to detennine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system does so and ask that the
FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

• That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content infonnation about programs such as V (for
violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

• That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than one
rating system;

• That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course ofa program;

• That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

• That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to detennine if it
meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,

No. ot Cop\e~.~ )·qc'd.
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March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS DOCKET NO. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalfof the National PTA and the Douglass Houghton PTA, Waterford, Michigan to
voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating
Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide
sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV
programming for their children. I would prefer a content-bused system rather than an age-based system.
I feel the decision as to what my child(ren) views on television should be in my hands rather than in the
hands of the TV industry.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this age-based system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

... That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system.
Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content
information about programs such as V (for violenc:e), S (for sexual depiction and
nudity) and L (for language);

... That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to
receive more than one rating system;

... That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, IDiJre prominently placed on the
screen, and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

'" That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include
parents; and

'" That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,

,~Of ~

No. of Copies rec'd,--_O _
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Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

Ma r chI 8, 1997
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-That the rating board be independent of the industry and the
FCC, and that it include parents;

~Jhank you so much for listening to my opinions on this
very important issue.

-That the rating iton on the TV screen be made larger, more
prominently placed on the screen, a~ appear more frequently
during the course of a program;

-That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by
independent research to determine if it meets the needs of
parents.

Chairman Reed Hundt & FCC Commissioners
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W..Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

I am writing concerning CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34,
on behalf of the National PTA and Fernley PTA, Fernley, Nevada,
to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as propo~ed.
The rating symbQl on the TV screen does not provide sufficient
information so that parents can make decisions about appropriate
TV programming for their children. We need a rating system
which gives parents information about the content of programs.
Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is
best for their children. Parents want to make those choices
themselves based on content information about the program.

~ Any rating system is useless without content descriptions
on the screen and pUblicized in TV schedules.

_\~~ I request the following:
~I -That the FCC NOT approve the industry's proposed rating system.

The FCC should accept no rating system that does not include
0,\. ;j:.... content information about program's such as "V" for violence,

:> ", "5" for sexual depiction and nudity, and ilL" for language;.
/I

< -That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would
allOw parents to receive more than one rating system;



March 18, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt & FCC Commissioners
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M street N.W. Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

I am writing concerning CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34,
on behalf of the National PTA and Fernley PTA, Fernley, Nevada,
to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as proposed.
The rating symbQl on the TV screen does not provide sufficient
information so that ~arents can make decisions about appropriate
TV programming for their children. We need a rating system
which gives parents information about the content of programs.
Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is
best for their children. Parents want to make those choices
themselves based on content information about the program.
Any rating system is useless without content descriptions
on the screen and pUblicized in TV schedules.

I request the following:
-That the FCC NOT approve the industry's proposed rating system.

The FCC should accept no rating system that does not include
content information about program~ such as"V" for violence,
"S" for sexual depiction and nudity, and "L" for language;

-That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would
allow parents to receive more than one rating system;

-That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more
prominently placed on the screen, a~d appear more frequently
during the course of a program;

-That the rating board be independent of the industry and the
FCC, and that it include parents;

-That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by
independent research to determine if it meets the needs of
parents.

Thank you so much for listening to my opinions on this
very important issue.



March 18, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt & FCC Commissioners
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W. Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

I am writing concerning CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34,
on behalf of the National PTA and Fernley PTA, Fernley, Nevada,
to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as proposed.
The rating symbQl on the TV screen does not provide sUfficient
information so that parents can make decisions about appropriate
TV programming for their children. We need a rating system
which gives parents information about the content of programs.
Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is
best for their children. Parents want to make those choices
themselves based on content information about the program.
Any rating system is useless without content descriptions
on the screen and pUblicized in TV schedules.

I request the fOllowing:
-That the FCC NOT approve the industry's proposed rating system.

The FCC should accept no rating system that does not include
content information about program~-~uch as"V" for violence,
"S" for sexual depiction and nudity, and "L" for language;

-That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would
allow parents to receive more than one rating system;

-That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more
prominently placed on the screen, a~ appear more frequently
during the course of a program;

-That the rating board be independent of the industry and the
FCC, and that it include parents;

-That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by
independent research to determine if it meets the needs of
parents.



March 18, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt & FCC Commissioners
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W.Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

I am writing concerning CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34,
on behalf of the National PTA and Fernley PTA, Fernley, Nevada,
to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as proposed.
The rating symbQI on the TV screen does not provide sufficient
information so that parents can make decisions about appropriate
TV programming for their children. We need a rating system
which gives parents information about the content of programs.
Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is
best for their children. Parents want to make those choices
themselves based on content information about the program.
Any rating system is useless without content descriptions
on the screen and pUblicized in TV schedules.

I request the fOllowing:
-That the FCC NOT approve the industry's proposed rating system.

The FCC should accept no rating system that does not include
content information about programs such as"V" for violence,
"S" for sexual depiction and nudity, and "L" for language;

-That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would
allow parents to receive more than one rating system;

-That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more
prominently placed on the screen, a~ appear more frequently
during the course of a program;

-That the rating board be independent of the industry and the
FCC, and that it include parents;

-That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by
independent research to determine if it meets the needs of
parents.

Thank you so much for listening to my opinions on this
very important issue.



March 18, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt & FCC Commissioners
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W. Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

I am writing concerning CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34,
on behalf of the National PTA and Fernley PTA, Fernley, Nevada,
to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as proposed.
The rating symbQI on the TV screen does not provide sUfficient
information so that ~arents can make decisions about appropriate
TV programming for their children. We need a rating system
which gives parents information about the content of programs.
Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is
best for their children. Parents want to make those choices
themselves based on content information about the program.
Any rating system is useless without content descriptions
on the screen and pUblicized in TV schedules.

I request the fOllowing:
-That the FCC NOT approve the industry's proposed rating system.

The FCC should accept no rating system that does not include
content information about programs ~uch as"V" for violence,
liS" for sexual depiction and nudity, and ilL II for language;

-That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would
allow parents to receive more than one rating system;

-That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more
prominently placed on the screen, a~ appear more frequently
during the course of a program;

-That the rating board be independent of the industry and the
FCC, and that it include parents;

-That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by
independent research to determine if it meets the needs of
parents.

Thank you so much for listening to my opinions on this
very important issue.



March 18, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt & FCC Commissioners
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W. Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

I am writing concerning CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34,
on behalf of the National PTA and Fernley PTA, Fernley, Nevada,
to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as proposed.
The rating symbQl on the TV screen does not provide sufficient
information so that ~arents can make decisions about appropriate
TV programming for their children. We need a rating system
which gives parents information about the content of programs.
Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is
best for their children. Parents want to make those choices
themselves based on content information about the program.
Any rating system is useless without content descriptions
on the screen and pUblicized in TV schedules.

I request the following:
-That the FCC NOT approve the industry's proposed rating system.

The FCC should accept no rating system that does not include
content information about program~ such as"V" for violence,
"S" for sexual depiction and nUdity, and "L" for language;

-That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would
allow parents to receive more than one rating system;

-That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more
prominently placed on the screen, a~ appear more frequently
during the course of a program;

-That the rating board be independent of the industry and the
FCC, and that it include parents;

-That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by
independent research to determine if it meets the needs of
parents.

Thank you so much for listening to my opinions on this
very important issue.



March 18, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt & FCC Commissioners
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W. Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

I am writing concerning CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34,
on behalf of the National PTA and Fernley PTA, Fernley, Nevada,
to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as proposed.
The rating symbQl on the TV screen does not provide sUfficient
information so that parents can make decisions about appropriate
TV programming for their children. We need a rating system
which gives parents information about the content of programs.
Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is
best for their children. Parents want to make those choices
themselves based on content information about the program.
Any rating system is useless without content descriptions
on the screen and pUblicized in TV schedules.

I request the following:
-That the FCC NOT approve the industry's proposed rating system.

The FCC should accept no rating system that does not include
content information about programs such as"V" for violence,
"S" for sexual depiction and nudity, and "L" for language;

-That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would
allow parents to receive more than one rating system;

-That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more
prominently placed on the screen, a~ appear more frequently
during the course of a program;

-That the rating board be independent of the industry and the
FCC, and that it include parents;

-That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by
independent research to determine if it meets the needs of
parents.

Thank you so much for listening to my opinions on this
very important issue.
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FEBRlLAR<t' Z4-~ 1001 uJC'CT

MR. REEl) IIUNIf'I 'r.;,'", ~: .:' '1;17
I'EDBRAL €()MMlUfI€AG£IONS (SCJMMI88IflN "
1919 M. SCfREFFr N.W.
WASIIINeG[ON. Il€ ZWQj4

DEAR MR. HUND0T:

I AM WRlcrIN~A8~IN~ G£HAGJ' <THE NEW RAGfIN~

8<t'SG£EM BE Rl9cJBeG£EJ) AS IGf NOW SG£ANI)8.
UNI)E:R, <THB :VRI'')<TENSF? ()f IJRUVrnrne HELIJ <IO

J)ARENCCS. CCHE nmUSGI'R'Y HAS DONE G£HE ()J)OOSICCE.
0TIIE<t' CCELL IJAREN<TS CCIIACC AI?L IJROeRAMS RACCED
GJ'V"'<}"" crv"'1. GJ'V~. GJ'V"'OO. AND crv"'14. REfiARDLESS OF
€ONCCENGr OR '~THF))4Ef) ARE SUI<TABLF? FOR ~IDS AN))
G}"OUCCH AND e£G£ G£HIS",""''''",CCHE IJERSON WHO
IJRODU€BS crIlL -PRoeRAM IS <THE ONE WH() RACCES ICC!
NU INIJUGf FROM crllE ,\CJffiWINe J)UBLle 18 ALLOWED.
G£HERE WILL BE NU eONSISG£EN<T IJERSIJEffIVE lISBD IN
GTHE RAG£INeS SINeE HUN.DRED8 01' DIFI'ERENGJ'
INDIVIDUALS WILL BE rome G}'HB RAG£INeS EASBD ON
G£HEIR OWN ING£ERESG£.

IJL&A8B RBclfEecr 'TIIB RAG£IN~SAS CCHE<t' NOW 8G£AND.
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